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PROJECT  10073  RECORD  CARD 


1.  DATE 

3.  LOCATION 

23  Aug  55 

Arlington,  Va 

3.  DATE*TIME  GROUP 

4.  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATIOt 

1 

Locol 

Ground* VI  suol 

□ Ground* Radar 

. OMT  2I+/0200-0300Z 

Q Air* Vi  sual 

□ Air*|ntorcopt  Rodor 

5.  PHOTOS 

16.  SOURCE  " 

O Yob 

No 

civilian 

7,  LENGTH  OF  OBSERVATION 

a.  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTS 

9.  COURSE 

g min 

6 - 8 

n/a 

10.  BRlEr  SUMMARY  OF  StCHTtNO 

Flat  disc  or  star  shape,  orange  color  - 
6 - 8 ohjs.  No  regular  formation. 

Very  high  - very  rapid  speed. 


11.  COMMENTS 


1^  CONCLUSIONS 

O Was  Balloon 

□ Probably  Balloon 

□ Possibly  Balloon 

O Wos  Aircraft 

□ Prebobly  Aireroft 

□ Possibly  Aireroft 

□ Was  Aslronemieol 

O probably  Astronomlcol 

□ Possibly  Astronomicol 
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:*AJC  Oh 


Flight  3-H,  4602d  MSS 


29  August  1955 


i Li.^:  t u;-  i**i  OR  i i'  ):* 

! 23  August  1955 


Garnet  M.  Park  and  others 


n,ALL‘T!0!H 


CHESTER  B.  HAHSOH,  Capt.,  USA? 


r\*.F  fiWEJiCt.S  ' ^ crtVMi*  numhfr^  dt'i^rht  \ ^ r , f,  * f ; ; . 


24/21CC2  August  55* 


TT  AISC3P  713  FM  CCSAIR  4b02D  AISS,  ENT  AFB,  COLO.,  dated 


I.  CONTESTS: 


PART  ONE:  Dei 


by  Mr 

\ Arlington,  Virginia.  (Ge 


oRe?  GJNJ 


PART  TWO:  Descri* 


ting  by  Rev. 

1^  Arlington,  Virginia 


PART  THREE:  Supplenentar7  Invest igative  Efforts 

PART  FOUR:  Coaraents  of  Preparing  Officer 


II . STJmRTt"  • S-eveial  ■ 
vicinity  of  Arlington,  Virg 
in  this  report  les  obtained 
ral  cause  of  the  sighting. 


nldenrtif lad  flying  ^abJ  ecta  'nere  sighted  in  the 
nia  at  24/02132  August  55-  The  inforraation  coatalhe 
from  an  investieation  conducted  to  determine  the  ac 


III.  liWESTIGATCR:  2/Lt  Charles  L.  Berrier,  AC30198U 


IMC15. 


(See  indlvldtel  tarts 


CHESTER  B.  HANSOM 
Captain,  USA? 

Off  iccr- in -Charge 


APPROVED : 


J0:tN  ^ vaiTB  JR 
Colonel,  tJS.AP 
Cc.Tjiander 


U>  >I  3V  ORICtfiAlUi* 


DPCB 


D/T,  ;S.4?;  Coadr,  ATIC;  D/I,  Zo  ADIt;  Condr,  4602d  AISS,  QIC,  Plight.  3-:I,  4602d 
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3 CONTtNTj  IN  ANY  MANN-R  TO  AN  UhAurrO«.Z'£ J P*-K>jN  IS  HHChIHUED  BY  _AA’. 


£ >-£?®CSl-CEu  IN  VVi-CI-.  Of?  IN  p V.'vT,  3Y  OTH-EH  I'rtAN  lNiTED  jiATES  AIR  rO*^Ct  AGcf»<"lCS.  £XGL.'*(  8¥  Pt R.MiSSiQN  OF  iJiRcCTCR  OF 
.SAr 


. II.  RILIABIUI7:  Good 


I 

lam  X ¥i«re  s'^naxag  aeu'r  x>ne  sour^a  aiae  ox  mj  nauae,  lacm^  x.o  T^ae  3cniT;a> 

iihen  my  attention  ivaa  oalled  to  a morlxig  object  in  the  sky.  It  tcis  corange  in  color 
and  lias  t::a7slllng  south  at  a high  altitude  and  great  speed.  After  observing  its 
flight  for  about  fifteen  seconds^  it  turned  east  and  disappeared  about  ten  seconds 
later.  Shortly  aftencirds  ee  ecre  scanning  the  sky  and  another  object  of  the  ^ae 
type  appeared  in  the  southwest.  It  remained  Tibbie  for  two  or  three  minutes.  At  one 
time  we  could  spot  three  of  them  travelling  a great  distance  apart  and  in  the  same 
general  direction^  but  shortly  afterwMds  they  took  different  courses.  One  circled  the 
dome  of  the  sky  while  the  ofther  made  a semi-Kslrcle  and  reversed  Itself  before  returning 
on  its  original  course.  The  other  circled  the  dome  of  the  sky  and  then  turned  and 
irent  directly  across  the  dome  of  the  sky.  Another  appeared  to  come  to  a complete  stop 
and  then  it  cortlnued  on  its  regular  course  * Tlhile  it  was  standing  still  it  looked 
like  one  of  the  stars  in  back  of  it.  At  one  time,  when  one  was  turning,  it  appeared 
to  have  a red  dome  which  was  viable  through  the  binoculars.  TToe  objects  appeared  to 
be  above  the  atmosphere  of  the  earth  since  they  didn*t  appear  to  lose  altitude  as  an 
object  would  when  passing  over  the  horizon.  They  never  showed  signs  of  losing  their 
brilliance  and  didn’t  fly  in  formation  at  any  time.  I think  that  the  visible  light  was 
due  to  reflection  from  the  sun.” 


III.  SCBRCE’S  DESCRIPTION  CP  SIGRTINGi 


Occupation:  Retired 


Edui^tions  (2)  Tears  college 


is  a student  of  astroncny.  He  owns 
and  o'peiates  a 400  power  astronomical  telescope 
through  which  ho  baa  observed  the  planets, 

Uars,  Venus,  Jupiter,  Saturn,  etc.  He  has  ob- 
served numerous  meteors  and  eoiets,  including 
Haley’s  comet  when  it  last  appeared  several 
years  ago. 


Address 


, Arlington,  Virginia 
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iCLAS&inCATION 


lA-  AMflP  I ■.  I.  MvfVMfiiT  *rwuw 


III*  SOURCE'S  DESCHIPTIOH  CP  SIGRTIKG:  SOURCE  had  been  obserrlng  stars 

thjrough  his  fVieiid's  telescope  ehen  he  noticed  a light  in  the  siky  which  he  at  first 
rresumed  to  be  a jet*  It  suddenly  difipp eared  but  no  soimd  aeened  to  accoapany  the 
light*  Shortly  aftenerds^  SOURCE  related  seeing  three  different  and  distinct  lights 
in  the  sky,  each  appearing  to  be  moring  in  a different  direction  froa  the  other  two. 

The  objects  seemed  to  possess  a bright  orange  color  and  hare 
disk-llke  shapes*  SOURCE  ftorther  estimated  their  speed  in  "thousands  of  miles  per  hour 
in  order  to  go  across  the  dome  of  the  sky  In  a few  minutes*"  SOURCE'S  estiaate  of 
the  altitude  above  the  earth  at  which  these  objects  were  travelling  was  that  they 
were  **  high  enough  to  reflect  the  sun's  light." 

In  conclusion,  SOURCE  stated  that  he  wasn't  sure  whether  the  objects 
'^jsre  a phenomenon  of  nature  or  a meclmnlcal  dervise,  but  tlfit  he  was  inclined  to  believ 
that  they  were  nechanioaljcr  eat  ions  of  another  planet  since  he  didn't  believe  any 
Zarth-made  devise  would  be  capable  of  travelling  that  high  and  that  fast* 
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Addresas 


Occuoation:  Minister 


Education  I Post-Graduate 


Qualifications:  Private  pilot 

II.  RELUEILIT7:  Good 


, Arlington,  Virginia 
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UPPmi£JiTA?.T  investigative  ESTCars 


« 


1.  A.  check  with  the  Air  Traffic  Control  Center  at  '(^shington  Natior^l  Airport, 
(OeoRef  GJru  5856),  for  infopraatton  in  confinaatlon  of  the  23  August  UFCB  sighting 
yielded  negative  results* 


2«  tir 

Actional  Airport  , 

1401st  Air  Base  Wing  officials 
the  time  of  the  sighting. 


igned  to  the  US  Vfeather  Bureau  at  the  Washington 
stated  that  his  only  knowledge  of  the  sighting  case  rroio| 
at  Andrews  AFB  who  called  his  office  for  weather  data  at 


3«  Andrews  APB  Operations  and  Weather(GeoRef  GJFJ  074d)  was  contacted  but  had  no 
Information  to  give  in  re^rd  to  the  23  August  UFQB  sighting* 

4*  Bolling  AFB  Operations  and  Weather (GeoRef  GJNJ  385V)  likewise  offered  no  oon- 


! firaation. 


5*  The  Assistazxt  Chief  of  Meteorological  Observations,  US  Weather  Bureau,  Washlng-j 
ton,  D.C.,  very  cordially  furnished  the  following  infomation  on  halloons  controlled 
by  the  US  Weather  Service:  1)  That  weather  balloons  are  launched  every  six  hours  by 
Weather  Service  stations  throughout  the  country*  2)  These  balloons  often  are  of  the 
500#  la sonde  variety,  containing  either  a Bagnealtaa  bulb  or  an  auto-actlvated  iXlumi- 
rBting  attachment*  Either  of  these  two  types  of  lighting  would  be  difficult  to  observe 
once  the  carrier  reaches  an  altitude  of  10,000  ft*,  whleh,  aasuming  the  average  rate 
of  ascent  to  be  6C0ft/min*,  would  be  acocetplished  within  10*12  minutes*  3)  That  the 
Silver  Hill  Weather  Station,  (GeoRef  GJHJ-0550) , is  the  principal  station  operated  by 
the  US  Weather  Service  in  the  Washington  vicinity* 

6*  The  Director  of  the  Silver  Hill  Weather  Station,  Mr*  Argome,  disclosed  that 
a rasonde  balloon  af  the  regular  type  had  been  released  on  the  evening  of  23  August 
at  10:00  EST.  It  had  travelled  in  a northeasterly  direction  (toward  Arlington,  Virginia) 
as  it  disappeared  from  view.  By  10:15  ESI,  the  balloon  would  have  been  directly  over 
Arlington  at  an  approximate  altitude  of  15>000  ft*,  and  Increasing  according  to  Its 
normal  rate  of  ascent*  Its  course  at  this  time  could  have  been* followed  by  binoculars* 

7,  The  US  Naval  Observatory,  Washington,  D.C.,  was  contacted  by  telephone  but 
as  unable  to  conflra  the  sighting.  Mr.  J.L.  Gossner  of  the  Observatory  * s Equatorial 
Division,  ■-‘ihen  told  of  the  traversing  and  random  shifting  of  the  UFOB,  mentioned  that 
the  turbulence  from  the  earth* s atmosphere  might  produce  this  impreasion  if  a star  were 
observed  through  the  atmosphere  media.  7/hether  6X100  binoculars  could  record  this 
phenomenon  seemed  doudtfulto  him*  (This  was  the  type  of  binoculars  used  by  the  Arling 
ton  observers.)  Mr  * J||||||||||kB  stated  that  on  the  night  of  23  August  at  approxi- 

ately  10:15  EST  he  iSdnOTiced  a bright  light  in  the  sky  accompanied  by  a red  light* 
hough  there  was  no  sound  audible,  he  fait  that  the  lights  were  from  an  aircraft  fly- 
ing at  an  extremely  high  altitude.  He  reported  that  it  had  clanged  direction  several 
times  jfhlle  he  sas  observing  it.  His  suggestion  was  that  the  Arlington  observers  may 
lave  seen  the  ^me  thing  which  he  bad,  but  mersly  had  interpreted  it  differently. 


i I 


m 


8,  Uaj.  Sloan  of  the  75th  AA  Bn,  Andrews  AFB,  Maryland, 
able  to  confirm  any  of  the  sightings  with  positive  radar  data. 


contacted  but 


xm- 


9.  Likewise,  Maj*  Sutton,  AA  Ops  Officer,  19th  AA  Group,  charged 
fense  of  the  Washington  area,  very  courteously  offered  that  his  unit 
radar  scanners  operating  in  his  area  of  responsibility  at  the  time  of 


with  the  AA  de- 
had  had  25-30 

the  (cont»  p.5) 
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In  addition  he  mentioned  that  he  has  6-7  sets 


10*  Lt»  Beale  of  the  647th  AC£ff  Sq  , Nam  sea  a 
ed  no  Infonratlon  ^hich  might  serre  to  conflr 


the  Arlington 


11 « The  Baltlmore-Washington  Filter  9 enter  gave  a ne@ 
ighting  when  approached  hy  the  Flight  3-H  investigator 


12 • Finally,  Olmstead  Flight  Service  Center  ms  questioned  about  the  sighting « 
Capt.  Anderson,  the  Officer  on  duty  in  Middleton. reported  that  his  office  had  receive 
no  infomation  In  c onf ination  of  the  CFCB  slghtins  on  23  August. 
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12  MUes 


Winds  Aloft: 


Altitude 
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Part  Three 


PAG  I 


Inel.i^l,  Fart  Three 
TT  AISOP  711  FM  COIDR 


AISS  ElfT  AFB  COLO 


(C 

(D 


MEBO  21  mo  20  IIC198EKA197 
PP  RJEPICE 
BE  RJH>£H  216 
P 2121C0Z 

Fill  COIBR  46020  AISS  £NI  AFB  COLO 

TO  OIC  FIS  3 B 46020  AISS  UCGimiE  AFB  RJ 

BT 

/UNCLASSIFIiBAlSW  713  H)  POL  TEST  TAKES  PM  TT  MSG  ASF  OGBO  257  UFCB 
CiOl  Fii  CCMDR  1401  AfiWC  ANDREWS  AFB  MD  FD 

(1)  APPEARED  TO  BE  FISING  SAUCERS 

CA)  SAUCER  OS  FLAT  DISK  SHAPE 

(B)  UAT  HAVE  BEES  STAR  SHAPE 

(C)  CRANGE 
(0)  6 18  8 

(E)  NO  REGULAR  FCRMATICB 
(?)  HO 

(0)  NONE  PIES  AND  SI(X>F£D  AND  TEEN  FLEW  ON 
(B)  NO 

(1)  WERE  FLIIHG  VERT  HIGH  AT  A TERRIFIC  RATE  OF  SPEED 

(2)  FLTING  IN  ALL  DIRECTIONS  AT  AN  ESTIMATED  HEIGHT  CF  5C  TO  ICO  MIXES 

(A)  CBSERVING  THE  MOON  AT  THE  TIME  CF  SIGHTING  PO  WERE  AT  THE 
EENPRAL  FOSniCN  CF  THE  FIANET  SATURN  FD  CEJECTS  SEEMED  TO  APPEAR 
OUT  (F  TBIM  AIR  PD 

(B)  NEGATIVE 

(C)  NEGATIVE 

(O)  NO  SET  PATE  FD  ZIGZAGGING  AND  STOPPING 
(e)  disappeared  CCHPIfTELT  ALL  CF  A SUDDEN 

(P)  25  TO  30  MINUTES 

(3)  (A)  GROUND  VISl&L 
(B)  BINOCULARS  7X50 

( • t ) N A 

(4)  (A)  GROUND  VISUAL 

(B)  NIGHT  iiCIEABaNO  CLOtXS 

(5)  NEGATIVE 

(6)  CHM  ARLINGTON  ClOi 
7A  ?D  JA76403  RIS|||Hli^BHii^BiAIT)  RESraVE  CFFICER  CUM 
ARM!  CUM  ACTIVE  RESEKVES  C 
ARUNCTCNI  VA  PD  JA  88955  MISS 
HOSPITAL  UNIT 

(B)  VIEATHER  BUREAU  CMM  WASKINCION  NATIONAL  AIRPCRT  CMM 
WAITER  BRAHDSTETTER 

(7)  012  N-NW  8K  330  DEO 

(A)  NEGATIVE 

(B)  350  DEC  1 91  em  320  DEC  ICE  OMM  270  DEC  15K  CUM 
250  DEC  ICK  CMM  280  DEG  ICE  CUM  280  DEC  34K  CUM 
270  DEG  24K  CUM  ICO  DEG  13X 

(C)  UNLEIITED 

(D)  12  MIXES 

(E)  NONE 
(?)  HONE 

(3)  NOME  KNOWN 

(9)  NCNE  SINCE  WE  WERE  NOT  ADVISED  UNTIL  AFTER  CBJECTS  HAD 
DISAPPEARED 
(1C)  NCNE  KKCWS 


*1. 


(3) 


(4) 


(3) 

(9) 


» 

(E 

(F 


(1C) 


^ • -1I*;  CCCl,«f<r  CCNTAI)MS  IhFOWMATlCN  Af-eSCTlHG  NATION  AL  C£f€Ni£OF  THE  UNITED  STATET  WiTHiN  TVtC  MEANING  Of  THE  ESPIONAGE  ACT.  K J 3 C - 
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CCA&iENTS  of  tha  Preparlio^  Officer! 

1«  In  the  opinion  of  the  Preparlag  Officer,  the  23  August  1955  sighting 
of  a t3FC8  in  the  Washington,  D«C«  area  Wks  caused  by  nisiaterpretationa  of  the 
changing  couree  of  an  ascending  Rasonde  weather  balloon  by  obserrers  on  the  ground, 
combined  by  the  later  sighting  of  a high  flying  alrciaft  beatdng  multiple  lights, 
changing  direction  and  apparently  emitting  no  sound*  Though  there  was  actually  no 
association  between  the  first  and  the  second  object,  the  fact  that  the  second  phenomer 
appeared  so  closely  upon  the  first  created  the  miscaoceptlon  that  the  two  were  assooia 

a*.  In  geneoral  appeaxazue  the  first  clearly  obserred  object  was  oraisge  in 
color  and  had  a disc  •like  configuration,  which  seeas  to  leawe  no  doubt  that  this 
object  could  have  been  a weather  balloon*  The  Silver  Hill  rasonde  balloon  was  lauzschec 
at  approximately  10:00  £ST  and  ie,a  observed  to  be  tiavelllng  in  the  direction  of 
Arlii^ton  as  it  passed  fron  the  view  of  the  weather  siatlcii* 

m 

b*  Also,  this  balloon  which  within  ten  to  twelve  minutes  after  launching 
could  have  been  tracked  for  at  least  25  minutes  thereafter  by  observers  on  the  ground 
possessing  6X100  binoculars* 

c*  An  alrciaft  flying  a olAnging  pattern  high  above  the  city  could  easily 
have  created  the  apparent  directional  changing  phenomenon,  which, if  acecapanied  by  no 
sound  and  appearing  closely  after  the  sighting  of  the  first  object,  may  ctiickly  have 
been  attributed  by  excited  observers  on  the  ground  to  strange  flying  objects  , eithez 
In  or  frca  outer  space*  This  latter  conclusion  as  to  the  origin  and  location  of  the 
object  or  objects  might  at  first  appear  ridieuloos,  but  to  a person  who  is  more  propei 
ly  acquainted  with  oelestial  activity,  sueh  an  aseuaptloa  might  enter  the  mind  quite 
readllyc.***  Both  observers  were  confident  that  what  they  ^w  had  not  ccme  from  tarth* 


d«  One  of  the  principal  rtfLsona  the  observers  doubted  that  the  phencmerae 
could  have  been  caused  from  a rising  balloon  or  an  alrciaft  traversing  the  sky  was 
its  apparent  speed*  The  speed  of  an  object  when  reccrdedby  the  rnkeded  eye  can  be 
highly  deceptive,  partletilarly  at  night* 
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CHESTER  3.  HIUISON 
Captain,  USAF 
• .Officer  in  Charge 


1.  further  investigation  requested  of  Flight  3-H  revealed  that  radar  contacts 
vrere  negative  in  the  Arlington  area  at  the  time  of  the  sighting,  elimir-ating  aircraf' 
aj  a cause  of  the  sighting#  Although  winds  aloft  could  substantiate  the  course  of 
the  first  ob.ject  as  being  a balloon,  the  speed  and  duration  of  the  sighting  do  not 
correlate  Tzith  those  of  a balloon#  The  other  objects,  similar  la  description  "^o  the 
first,  do  not  conform  to  any  known  phenomena# 
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